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Anthony Rizzo hit ahome run in the Cubs’ 8-4 win over the Marlins in Miami. It was an 


emotional game for Rizzo, who attended nearby Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 
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Matt Davidson hit three of the opening-day record-tying six home runs for the White Sox 
en route to a 14-7 victory over the Royals on Thursday in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Russia hits 
back, boots 
over 150 
diplomats 


Moscow: 60 from U.S. to be 
expelled after West’s action 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
AND JILL LAWLESS | Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Russia announced the 
expulsion of more than 150 diplomats, 
including 60 Americans, on Thursday and 
said it was closing a U.S. Consulate in 
retaliation for the wave of Western 
expulsions of Russian diplomats over the 
poisoning of an ex-spy and his daughter in 
Britain, a tit-for-tat response that intensi- 
fied the Kremlin’s rupture with the United 
States and Europe. 

The Russian move came as a hospital 
treating Sergei Skripal and his daughter, 
Yulia, said the woman was improving and 
was now in stable condition, though her 
father remained in critical condition. 

The Skripals were found unconscious 
and critically ill in the English city of 
Salisbury on March 4. British authorities 
blamed Russia for poisoning them with a 
military-grade nerve agent, accusations 
Russia has denied. 

Two dozen countries, including the 
U.S., many EU nations and NATO, have 
ordered more than 150 Russian diplomats 


Turn to Russia, Page 13 


Cops cleared aide 
fired by lawmaker, 


records now show 


Biss running mate omitted 
info before primary election 


By CHRISTY GUTOWSKI, RAY LONG 
AND STACY ST. CLAIR | Chicago Tribune 


Days before the Democratic primary, 
lieutenant governor candidate Litesa Wal- 
lace’s campaign denied she had fired a 
female legislative aide in 2014 for report- 
ing sexual harassment by a community 
leader. Instead, a spokesman said, the 
woman was dismissed for unauthorized 
spending on a campaign credit card. 

That same spokesman now acknowl- 
edges that Rep. Wallace, D-Rockford, 
knew — but did not mention — that a 
police investigation had later cleared the 
employee she fired, LaVern Sanders. The 
Illinois State Police determined the pur- 
chases were linked to a broader credit 
card fraud ring and ruled out Sanders as a 
suspect, according to documents obtained 
by the Tribune through a public records 
request. 

“Throughout the investigation, no evi- 
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Robberies this year spike 
in Loop, downtown areas 


Data also show gun 
violence, though still at 
high level, is dropping 
By JEREMY GORNER | Chicago Tribune 


On acold January weekend, a 52-year- 
old suburban man went with family and 
friends to see a matinee performance of 
“Beautiful: The Carole King Musical” at 
the Cadillac Palace Theatre in the Loop. 

Afterward, several theatergoers hoping 
to catch a glimpse of the performers, 
maybe even get an autograph, gathered at 


a side door of the building. 

The suburban man stepped a short 
distance away from the group to give his 
teenage daughter some space when a man 
with a gun approached, demanding his 
money and cellphone. 

“I was disappointed ... disheartened, 
disgusted that someone’s got to experi- 
ence this when they’re just looking to go 
out, spend a little time in the city,” the 
suburban man, who declined to be 
identified because he’s concerned for his 
safety, told the Tribune. “My daughter was 
crying.” 

While gun violence continues to de- 
cline throughout Chicago in 2018 — 


homicides have dropped by 17 percent 
since last year and shooting victims have 
decreased by nearly 30 percent — some of 
the city’s more touristy, trendy and 
affluent areas, particularly downtown, 
have seen an alarming spike in robberies. 

Through nearly the first three months 
of 2018, 86 robberies were reported in the 
Loop, the highest first-quarter tally in at 
least 15 years, according to city crime data 
through March 21. Through the same 
period last year, 49 robberies were re- 
ported in the Loop compared with 52 in 
2016, 33 in 2015 and 20 in 2014. 


Turn to Robberies, Page 8 
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Loyola coach Porter Moser reaches for his wife, Megan, and their children — Jordan, Ben, Max and Jake — after beating Tennessee. 


‘PLL SLEEP IN MAY 


March Madness won't upset balance for Loyola’s Moser 


By TEDDY GREENSTEIN 
Chicago Tribune 


You don’t need GPS to find Porter 
Moser’s home in Wilmette. Just follow the 
red-brick road until you come upon the 
toilet paper. 

Friends and neighbors, drunk on Loyo- 
la’s unbelievable Final Four run, turned 
the Mosers’ front yard into something 
you’d see if a tornado tore through a 
Charmin factory. 

Not that the family minds. Porter, wife 


Megan, daughter Jordan, 16, and sons 
Jake, 15, Ben, 13, and Max, 11, are loving the 
attention as much as the Ramblers love 
sharing the basketball. 

The other day Jordan was pumping gas 
when she noticed Loyola highlights on the 
little TV screen and nearly fainted: 
“Mom” she shouted. “Look!” 

There’s no too-cool-for-school vibe in 
this cheery house, where Moser’s Mis- 
souri Valley Conference coach of the year 
trophy rests, for now, on the dining room 
table. 


Just six weeks ago, the Ramblers played 
before a home crowd generously listed at 
2,091. 

Now? 

“How cool is this?” Moser said, pointing 
at a Tuesday night NIT game on the living 
room TV. “Nonstop Loyola stuff is coming 
up (on the crawl).” 

Moser shared a picture of his parents’ 
grave site in Naperville. Near some 
flowers, a fan posted laminated images of 


Turn to Moser, Page 6 


E Shannon Ryan previews Loyola’s Final Four matchup against Michigan in Chicago Sports. 


~~ Tom Skilling’s forecast High 47 Low38 


pnr are 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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